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IDL SIG Scholarship FAQs

Following are some frequently asked questions about the IDL SIG scholarships, applications, and process.

Q: How many scholarships are being offered?
A: We’re offering two scholarships, one for Master’s/Ph.D. students and one for Certificate students. Both types of applicants must be taking courses at the graduate level.

Q: Do you offer a scholarship to undergraduate students?

A: We no longer offer an undergraduate scholarship.

Q: Will I be penalized if any of my application materials, such as my professor’s letter of recommendation, arrives after the deadline?

A: Yes, you will be disqualified for an incomplete submission. We must receive all of your materials by the deadline stated on the application. You might wish to request your recommendation provider to copy you on the email so you’ll know the recommendation has been sent. 

Q: What criteria are used to determine the winners of the scholarships?

A: Five criteria are used:

· Strength of recommendations
· Relevance of research to the field (Master’s/Ph.D.)
· Relevance of completed coursework to the field 
· Writing quality of the application

· Estimated likelihood of continuing in the field

· Additional observations by judges
Q: Is it possible to be disqualified?

A: Yes. Failing to submit the required materials, failing to submit all materials on time, or exceeding length guidelines are some reasons for an applicant to be disqualified.

Q: How are the judges selected?
A: Our IDL SIG membership includes many highly qualified men and women in the field of instructional design, educational technology, instructional systems, etc., and the five judges come from this fine collection of professionals.
Q: How are the scholarship monies awarded?

A: The money is sent directly to your institution’s bursar, financial aid, or other office that you specify upon winning a scholarship. We do not award scholarship monies directly to the award recipients. 
Q: I’m graduating in the spring of this year. Can I still apply for the scholarship?

A: We typically make the actual scholarship award sometime in March, so there would probably not be enough time to get the monies to your institution’s office.
Q: If one of my professors has moved on to another institution, can I still ask him or her to write a letter of recommendation for me?

A: Yes. If possible, we would like letters to be sent in PDF, and they must arrive on or before the deadline for all materials.
Q: I just started my graduate work in January and don’t yet have a transcript. May I send my undergraduate transcript and my letter of acceptance to prove that I’m currently enrolled in a program related to instructional design?

A: Yes, that’s fine. Just ensure that you can also supply Attachment #1 as described in the application form.
Q: I was just accepted into a graduate program and have not yet taken any courses in Instructional Design (or Educational Technology, etc.). Should I still apply?

A: If you have not worked in or taken any courses in the field, you will not be able to write the Instructional Design Project document that’s required. We suggest you wait and apply the next time the scholarship is offered if you will still be in your program. 

Q: Can any of my materials be submitted by fax?

A: No, as we need all materials in electronic format.
