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A bit of background info. . . 
STC’s Scholarship Task Force 
 
IDL SIG’s great scholarship program – more than $10,000 granted 
 
 What program would possibly: 

• Attract students? 
• Introduce students to us? 
• Be a win-win for students and STC/IDL SIG? 
• Result in new STC and IDL SIG members? 

 



Enter the Student Outreach program! 
• Undergraduate- and graduate-level students submit article 
• Judges review article 
• Article published = a one-year membership in STC and the IDL SIG, 

courtesy of our SIG 



Enter the Student Outreach program! 
• We submit their article for inclusion in Technical Communication Body 

of Knowledge (TCBOK) 
• Article published there = another one-year membership in STC and 

the IDL SIG 



A win for students 
Get name in front of professionals in 3 ways: 

• IDL SIG newsletter 
• TCBOK 
• LinkedIn 

Free introduction to professional organization 
• Can develop professional acquaintances 
• Can take advantage of our mentoring program once employed 



Special win for academia-bound students 
Many academia jobs are now requiring publications early in the career 
of an instructor 

• Example of job ad from University of North Texas: “A record of effective 
research, publication, external funding, and teaching is expected. . . ” 
 

• “Graduate students are told that publishing frequently and in traditional 
journals is key to landing a job. ‘In many if not most fields it is now necessary 
to have at least one refereed journal article while still ABD,’ writes Karen 
Kelsky, Vitae columnist and academic advisor for hire, on her blog.” 
https://chroniclevitae.com/news/291-what-s-the-point-of-academic-
publishing 
 
 

https://chroniclevitae.com/news/291-what-s-the-point-of-academic-publishing
https://chroniclevitae.com/news/291-what-s-the-point-of-academic-publishing


A win for STC and IDL SIG 
Fresh, new thinking for readers of IDL newsletter 
 
Potential new additions to TCBOK in area of Instructional Design 
 
Students could become STC and IDL SIG  
members upon entering the workforce 
 
So…it’s a win-win!      
 



Entry packet contents 
• Promotional piece 

 
• Frequently Asked Questions 

 
• List of possible article topics 

 
• Contributor Guidelines 

 
• Final Checklist 

 
• Submission Form 



Two article questions 
Can a student submit the same  
article more than once? 
 
How long should the article be? 



Individual or team project? 
Can an article be part of a team project? 
 



Article choice 
Does student have to choose article topic from the list of suggested 
topics? 



Number of awards and major requirements 
How many STC/IDL student memberships 
 will be awarded per year? 
 
Do students have to be enrolled in an  
Instructional Design-related degree program?   



Students who graduate before being awarded 

What if a student graduates and enters employment before being 
awarded the membership? Does he or she forfeit the award? 
 
 



Plagiarism 
How will you ensure that articles are not plagiarized? 



Why STC and IDL SIG membership 
• Technical pieces explain how to . . . 

 
• Technical communicators are closely aligned  

with professionals in instructional design  
 

• Often asked to develop both technical  
documentation and training pieces 



Your turn 
If we haven’t addressed one of your questions, please speak up! 
 



To learn more and download Entry Packet 
• Go to http://www.stcidlsig.org/students/youcanbepublished/ 
• Contact Sylvia Miller at StudentOutreach@stcidlsig.org 

 
Also please check our list of degree or certificate programs in fields 
related to instructional design at http://www.stcidlsig.org/education/. 
If your program isn’t listed contact Sylvia at the email address above. 
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